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Algernon. Have you told Gwendolen yet that you have an
excessively pretty ward who is only just eighteen?

Jack. Oh! one doesn't blurt these things out to people. Cecily
and Gwendolen are perfectly certain to be extremely great
friends. I'll bet you anything you like that half an hour
after they have met, they will be calling each other sister.

Algernon. Women only do that when they have called each
other a lot of other things first. Now, my dear boy, if we
want to get a good table at Willis's, we really must go and
dress. Do you know it is nearly seven?

Jack. [Irritably.] Oh! it always is nearly seven.

Algernon. Well, I'm hungry.

Jack. I never knew you when you weren't. .  . .

Algernon. What shall we do after dinner?    Go to a theatre?

Jack. Oh, no!    I loathe listening.

Algernon. Well, let us go to the Club?

Jack. Oh, no!    I hate talking.

Algernon. Well, we might trot round to the Empire at ten?

Jack. Oh, no!    I can't bear looking at things.    It is so silly.

Algernon. Well, what shall we do ?

Jack. Nothing!

Algernon. It is awfully hard work doing nothing. However,
I don't mind hard work where there is no definite object of
any kind.

Enter Lane.

Lane. Miss Fairfax.

Enter Gwendolen.    Lane goes out.

Algernon. Gwendolen, upon my word!

Gwendolen. Algy, kindly turn your back. I have something
very particular to say to Mr. Worthing.

Algernon. Really, Gwendolen, I don't think I can allow this at all.

Gwendolen. Algy, you always adopt a strictly immoral attitude
towards life. You are not quite old enougjh to do that.

[Algernon retires to the fireplace.

Jack. My own darling!

Gwendolen. Ernest, we may never be married. From the ex-
pression on. mamma's face I fear we never shall. Few parents
nowadays pay any regard to what their children say to them.
The old-fashioned respect for the young is fast dying out.
Whatever influence I ever had over mamma, I lost at the
age of three. But although she may prevent us from be-
coming man and wife, and I may marry some one else, and